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World Bank unlocking USD 750 million to strengthen India’s MSME 

The World Bank approved USD 750 million assistance of 15 

crores to (MSME) Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises by 

unlocking liquidity, strengthening non-banking financial 

companies and small finance banks and enable inclusive access 

to financing.   

The World Bank’s MSME Emergency Response program will 

address the immediate liquidity and credit needs of some 1.5 

million viable MSMEs to help them withstand the impact of the current shock and protect 

millions of jobs. This is the first step among a broader set of reforms that are needed to propel 

the MSME sector over time. 

 

Finance ministry imposing uniform stamp duty on all states in 

India 

The finance ministry imposing uniform stamp duty on all states 

under the provisions of the amended Indian stamp act of 1899 and 

this will come into effect from 1st July 2020. The finance ministry 

has decided to avoid the multiple disputes happening on collecting 

stamp duty, which led to multiple rates for the same instrument, 

resulting in jurisdictional disputes and multiple incidences of duty, thereby raising the 

transaction costs in the securities market and hurting capital formation. 

As per the amendment stamp act of 1899 guidelines, on sale, transfer and issue of securities shall 

be collected on behalf of the state government by the collecting agents who then shall transfer 

the collected stamp-duty in the account of the concerned state government 

 

 

RBI sets regulations for NBFC’S to be eligible for special liquidity scheme 
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During ongoing COVID19, Reserve Bank Of India has announced 

the short term relief to the NBFC or HFC’s to be eligible for the 

government’s special liquidity scheme. A Special Liquidity scheme 

has been approved by the government in order to avoid any potential 

systemic risks to the financial sector. It also stipulated that the 

CRAR / CAR of  NBFC’s/HFC’s should not be below the regulatory 

minimum of 15 percent and 12 percent, respectively as on March 31, 

2019, and their net non-performing assets should not be more than 6 percent.  

The Capital Adequacy Ratio (CAR) or CRAR meaning: 

Its usually used as a tool to measure bank's risk-weighted assets and current liabilities by the 

central banks and bank regulators to prevent commercial banks from taking excess leverage 

becoming insolvent in the process. 

Capital Adequacy Ratio of a bank can be measure by this formula  

= ( Tier 1 + Tier 2 )  

Tier 1: capital is defined as a bank's core capital consisting of shareholders' equity and retained 

earnings;  

Tier II: this consists of the revaluation reserves, hybrid capital instruments, and subordinated 

term debt. 

 

Madhya Pradesh Government launches “kill Corona” 

Campaign.  

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Chouhan launches “kill 

Corona” campaign, The government has deployed 11,458 survey 

teams to identify infected person of coronavirus for a door to door 

campaign. The COVID19 cases in Madhya Pradesh have become 

better than previous situations, Presently. Madhya Pradesh now 
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stands at number 12 among the big states in terms of the number of coronavirus cases and has a 

recovery rate of 77 percent in the state. 

 

RBI announces Open market operations for Rs 10,000 crore 

Reserve Bank Of India has announced simultaneous purchase and sale of government securities 

through (OMO’s) special open market operations for Rupees 10,000 crore each. The RBI 

conducts first time in the history of its own version of “ 

Operation Twist” to purchase and sale each government 

securities was first used by the US Federal reserve in 1961when 

the US economy recovering from the post-Korean war. 

The RBI focuses to increase short term yields and reducing long 

term yields, This initiative technically benefit the government, 

which can borrow from the market at a cheaper rate, Lower 

yields could also influence interest rates in the corporate bond market. 

 

SERB launched “Accelerate Vigyan” Scheme to strengthen scientific research mechanism.  

The Scientific and Engineering Research Board (SERB) has launched the ‘Accelerate Vigyan’ 

scheme to strengthen mechanisms of identifying research potential, mentoring, training and 

hands-on workshop across the country 

The main objective of this inter-ministerial the scheme is to 

give a single platform to encourage high-end scientific research 

and preparing scientific manpower, which can lead to research 

careers and knowledge-based economy. 

SERB Advisor, Dr. Rajeev Mahajan said that,   

“The vision is to expand the research base, with three broad 

goals, namely, consolidation/aggregation of all scientific programs, initiating high-end 
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orientation workshops and creating opportunities for research internships for those who do not 

have access to such resources/facilities.” 

SERB is also expecting to provide mobile-based application in the future under this scheme. 

 

Kerala CM launched “Dream Kerala” to support returning NRI’s 

During the time of the ongoing pandemic, Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan has launched 

the Project called “Dream Kerala” to provide support and create job opportunities to the retuning 

expatriates. 

 The Kerala NRI’s are the huge contributors in the state 

development.  The expatriates sent to the state in 2018 were 

around Rs 85,000 crore and this could have been reached Rs 1 

lakh crore. Their remittances in the banks are 1,69,944 crore. 

The Kerala government has adopted various steps to utilize 

the investments of non-resident investors for the development 

of the state and to ensure a stable income for the returning 

NRI’s. The Project launched in Kerala's state parliament to established with the aim of 

harnessing the knowledge and skills of the NRI’s for its state development.  

 

Indigenous COVID19 Vaccine “COVAXIN” may be launched on August 15  

Key points:  

ICMR Indian council of medical research asking Bharath Biotech for fast-

tracking of the launch COVAXIN by August 15. 

COVAXIN is a first coronavirus medicine developed by India, The Indian 

Council Of Medical Research (ICMR) has taken efforts to develop the 

coronavirus vaccine to cure to coronavirus affected patients in India. 
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ICMR is being partnered with Hyderabad based Bharat Biotech International Limited (BBIL) to 

launch this medicine first time India. 

The12 institutes have been selected for clinical trials of the indigenous COVID-19 vaccine 

(BBV152 COVID vaccine), the government's top medical research body has said. 

 

Tamil Nadu Government announces monthly stipend support of RS 3000 to junior lawyers 

Key points:  

Tamil Nadu government announced a scheme to support young lawyers to provide a newly 

enrolled at the Bar Council for two years, to help them overcome financial difficulties. 

Chief minister Edappadi K Palaniswami unlocked the longstanding demand of the bar council of 

Tamil Nadu along with that of Puducherry.  

Several young graduates from rural or poor backgrounds face 

difficulties while studying graduation and which led them to change 

their profession. So the scheme is launched to provide financial help 

as a stipend of Rs 3000 for two years. 

 

DGCI granted approval for human clinical trials to Zydus Cadila Health Cares for 

COVID19 medicine.  

•     Zydus Cadila Health Care limited making potential COVID29 vaccine received approval 

from Drugs Controller General of India (DGCI) for clinical trials, the 

government sources said. 

•    DCGI Dr. V G Somani has granted approval for phase 1 and phase 2 

clinical trials on humans, it's noted that the clinical studies on animals 

have been found successful. 

•    The approval of the process was fast-tracked following a 
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recommendation by the subject expert committee on COVID19, considering the emergency and 

unmet medical need during the pandemic. 

•    It’s another indigenously made in India medicine for potential COVID19 vaccine followed by 

Bharat Biotech’s “COVAXIN”. 

•  COVAXIN has already received approval for human clinical trials from Drugs Controller 

General of India (DGCI) and Indian Council of Medical Research and National Institute of 

Virology. 

 

ISRO Captures the mysterious moon of mars, Phobos 

Key Points:  

The Mars color camera (MCC) onboard Isro’s Mars orbiter mission has captured the image of 

Phobos, the closest and biggest moon of mars. 

The MOM was away about 7200 km from mars and 4200 km from Phobos. 

Isro said, Phobos is the biggest moon of mars and it captured an image with a spatial resolution 

210 m. 

This is a composite image generated from 6 Mars Coloured Camera frames and has been color 

corrected. 

MOM mars orbiter mission was successfully placed its 

spacecraft in orbit around the red planet on 24th September 

2014. 

MOM was the Rupeed 450 crore mission launched 

successfully with the aim of studying the martian surface and 

mineral composition as well as to monitor the atmosphere for methane. 
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The Mars Orbiter has five scientific instruments - Lyman Alpha photometer (LAP), Methane 

Sensor for Mars (MSM), Mars Exospheric Neutral Composition analyzer (MENCA), Mars color 

camera (MCC) and Thermal infrared imaging spectrometer (TIS) 

 

The central government distributed equipment for COVID19 in all over India.  

Amid ongoing COVID19 pandemic, The central government has distributed more than 2.02 

crore N95 masks and more than 1.18 crore (PPE) Personal Protective Equipments to the states or 

union territories or central institutions free of cost, 

Also, more than 6.12 crore (HCQ) Hydroxy Chloro Quine tablets 

have been distributed to them. 

This was the combined effort taken by the Ministry of Health & 

Family Welfare (MoHFW), Ministry of Textiles and Ministry of 

Pharmaceuticals, Department for Promotion of Industry and 

Internal Trade (DPIIT), Defence Research and Development 

Organization (DRDO) and others. 

In addition, so far, 11,300 “make in India” ventilators have been dispatched to various states or 

union territories or institutions, out of which 6154 ventilators stand already delivered to various 

hospitals. 

 

Prime minister launches the App innovation challenge: 

Aatmanirbhar Bharat for techies. 

key highlights:  

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched “Aatmanirbhar 

Bharat App Innovation Challenge “with the aim of encouraging 

technical peoples around India and start-up communities for 
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creating world-class “made in India” applications. 

The initiative was taken by the ministry of electronics & information technology (MeitY) 

partnership with Atal Innovation Mission- NITI Ayog, this app innovation challenge consisting 

promotion of existing plus development of new apps. 

Also, these challenges have been aiming to identify the best Indian apps being used by the 

citizens and have the potential to become a world-class app. 

The mantra is to make in India for India and techies are invited to participate in the challenge to 

develop eight categories of apps as follows offie productivity & work from home, social 

networking, E-learning, Entertainment, Health & Wellness, Business including Agritech and 

Fintech, News and Games. 

The Prize reward also fixed by the ministry, The reward lies between Rs 2 lakh to Rs 20 Lakh 

depending on the category, the app will be evaluated on the basis of : Ease of use, robustness, 

security features, and scalability. 

Banks disburse over Rs 50,000 crore loans to MSMEs under credit guarantee scheme.  

The Finance Minister Nirmala Sitaraman has announced that banks have disbursed Rupees 

52,255.53 crore loans out of the Rupees 3 lakh crore Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme 

(ECLGS) for the financially stressed MSME's caused by the 

ongoing COVID19 pandemic. 

Private and public sector banks have sanctioned loans with 

over Rupees 1.10 lakh crore under the 100 percent ECLGS  

scheme, out of which, more than 52,000 crores has already 

been disbursed. 

The scheme is the largest financial support of rupees 20 lakh 

crore Aatmar Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan package announced by the finance minister. 
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Social media app Elyments launched by Vice president 

India’s first social media super application Elyments launched by the 

Vice President Venkiah Naidu through video conferencing, this app 

contains multiple features in one place as this allows the users to stay 

in touch through the vibrant feed, free audio/video calls, and private or 

group chats. 

This app already downloaded by more than five lakh users in India on 

the google play store 

This made in India app is developed by more than 1000 it professionals and it's available 

presently in eight languages such as Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, English. In the future, additional 

languages could be included. 

This app will a competitor to a Facebook, WhatsApp and Instagram. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been strongly advocating the message of 'Aatmanirbhar 

Bharat' (self-reliant India) and the launch of Elyments is seen as a massive step towards this 

direction. 

Injeti Srinivas appointed as chairman of International Financial Services Authority 

(IFSCA) 

key highlights :  

A retired IAS officer Injeti Srinivas has been appointed as the 

Chairman of the International Financial Services Authority 

(IFSCA) , this announcement was given by the department of 

personnel and training (DOPT) for the Gandhinagar based 

financial special economic zone or Gujarat international finance 

tech (GIFT) city. 

He will be the newly appointed corporate secretary chairman for the next three years or until 

further order by the government, whichever is earlier.  
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Srinivas was retired from the service of corporate ministry on May 31. 

Parliament enacted a bill to set up a unified authority for regulating all financial duties at IFSC in 

the country. IFSC was set up on April 27 this year in Gandhinagar. 

DCGI given nod to Mylan pharma to launch Remdesivir 

Key highlights:  

Drug controller and General of India has given its approval to Mylan 

Pharma, a major pharmaceutical to launch Desrem,  a coronavirus 

general drug to be used on patients of suspected or laboratory-

confirmed severe incidences of COVID19 in adults and children. 

Desrem is a version of remdesivir allowed to use for sever incidences 

of covid19 

Mylan’s similar version has already been launched by Cipla ltd and privately held hetero labs ltd. 

Cipla's price will range up to 5000 rupees, cipremi will price 5000 rupees, while Hetero has 

priced its version, Covifor at 5400 rupees. 

Cabinet ministry approves the extension of Pradhan Mantra Garib Kalian Anna Yojana 

till November. 

key points:  

The union cabinet has given node to extend the Pradhan Mantra Garib 

Kalian Anna Yojana till November to provide five kilograms of wheat 

or rice to every member of the beneficiary family for five more 

months. 

Its benefits to the poor and struggling families during the covid19 

crisis. Distribution of free ration under the PMGKAY would be 

costing 1.49 lakh crore and   

81 Crore beneficiaries covered under National Food Security Act, 2013 (NFSA). 
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The ration is being provided to poor and vulnerable families/beneficiaries are able to access 

food-grains easily without facing any financial distress. 

The union cabinet headed by pm approves Rs 1 lakh crore fund for agri infrastructure.  

The Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar said, Union Cabinet has been approved 

Agriculture Infrastructure Fund of Rs 1 lakh crore, a new pan-India central government the 

scheme, to provide a medium to long term debt financing facility 

for investment in viable projects for post-harvest management 

infrastructure and community farming assets through interest 

subvention and financial support. 

Under the agriculture infrastructure scheme, Rs 1 lakh crore will 

be given by the banks and financial institutions as a loan to 

primary agricultural credit societies (PACS), farmers, joint 

liability groups (JLG), Farmer Producers Organisations (FPOs), marketing cooperative societies, 

self-help groups (SHGs), multi-purpose cooperative societies, agri-entrepreneurs, start-ups, 

aggregation infrastructure providers and central/state agency or local body sponsored public-

private partnership projects. 

Loans will be disbursed in four years starting with the sanction of Rs 10,000 crore in the current 

year and Rs 30,000 crore each in the next three financial years. It is expressly targetted to help 

entrepreneurs, start-ups, agri-tech players and farmer groups. 

In order to ensure monitoring and reviewing, each national, state, and district level committees 

will be organized. 

This scheme will be in active for 10 years between the financial year 

2020 to 2029. 

Ministry of Railways has confirmed 151 trains to be run by 

private operators 

Ministry of Railways planning to launch 51 trains to be run by private 
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operators in the country after the selection process is over.  

Ministry of Railways has invited request for qualifications (RFQ) for private participation for the 

operation of trains, the passenger services over 109 origin-destination (OD) pairs of routes 

through the introduction of 151 modern trains. 

The project would entail a private sector investment of about ₹30,000 crores. 

These trains will run only the routes where is a high demand for trains higher than the existing 

capacity. 

The driver and goods of the train will be railway officials and safety clearance will be taking care 

of by railways. 

 

ISRO Launching Amazon-1 Satellite Of Brazil 

The first earth observation satellite to be completely designed, integrated, tested, and operated by 

Brazil and set to launch by Indian rocket in September 2020. 

The two countries India and brazil inked an agreement at the 6th BRICS summit in 2014 which 

talked about setting up a Brazilian earth station to receive data from the Indian satellites. 

Also, ISRO imparts the training for operating the stations and 

gathering data through remote sensing to Brazilian scientists. 

Why ISRO to launch Amazon -1 with PSLV satellite? 

Due to the recent fires in the Amazon region that forced the 

country to focus more on environmental programs, The 

Amazon -1 satellite designed to observe and monitor 

deforestation over the amazon region through remote sensing data (images), as well as the 

diversified agriculture throughout the country. 

Why ISRO is launching for satellite? 
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After the successful launch of the MOM mission in 2014, several countries are approaching 

ISRO for a commercially feasible launch. India’s sophisticated and cost-effective programs 

attracted many countries including South American countries, Mexico, Brazil, Argentina, Chile, 

Colombia, and Bolivia. These are the few countries who have space cooperation with ISRO at a 

different level. 

The Uttar Pradesh state cabinet approves new startup policy 

The Uttar Pradesh state’s cabinet given its nod to approve a new startup policy 2020 in the state 

to encourage start-ups, establish at least one incubator in each district and 100 incubators across 

the state, create an ecosystem for the establishment of 10,000 st 

around startups, etc. The new policy will be applicable for the next 

five years. 

Since there was no wide range of startup policies in the state to 

promote start-ups with building a strong ecosystem, so the 

independent comprehensive policy was required. The new startup 

policy  2020 aims at bringing the state among the top three in start-

ups. 

This policy 2020 is expected to create direct employment opportunities for 50,000 people and 

indirect employment for one lakh people 

 

Nepal bans all Indian news channels except Doordarshan.  

The Nepal cable tv providers report that the signals of 

broadcasting news channels have been switched off across the 

country to show patriotism.  

An Indian news channel, Zee News had aired a ‘news report’ 

about Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli,  making sensational 

claims about the prime minister’s relationship with Chinese 
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Ambassador to Nepal Hou Yanqi. The ‘report’ presents no real evidence but goes on to make 

baseless allegations for over 15 minutes. 

The Nepali Embassy located in New Delhi took up the matter with India's Ministry of External 

Affair, said Foreign Minister Pradeep Gyawali. 

Assam Government planning to upgrade Dehing Patkai Wildlife Sanctuary to a Natural 

Park 

key points:  

Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal has planning to upgrade 

Dehing Patkai Wildlife Sanctuary into a national park amid an 

ongoing series over allowing coal mining within its jurisdiction. 

Dehing Patkai Wild life sanctuary famous for its variety of flora and 

fauna and if the sanctuary is upgraded into natural parks, this will 

bring additional benefits to that region as follows. 

Wildlife sanctuaries                    Natural Parks 

Limited human activities are allowed No human activities are allowed 

Protecting flora or fauna , i.e,  animals, 

birds, insects, reptiles, plants etc. 

Can be include flora, fauna, or any other 

objects of historical significance 

There are no fixed boundaries Boundaries fixed and clearly defined 

Its open to common public Not generally open to public, highly restricted, 

random access of public will not be allowed. 

Wild life sanctuary is natural habitat 

owned by government or private agency 

that safeguards particular species of birds 

and animals. 

A national park is the protected area which are 

established by the government to conserve 

wildlife and also develop them. 

Usually sanctuaries can be upgraded to 

national park 

A national park cannot be downgraded to a 

sanctuary. 
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In order to expedite the process of upgrading Dehing Patkai into a national park, the chief 

minister directed the Forest Department to prepare a draft notification and hold public hearing to 

take the views of local dwellers residing around the Dehing Patkai Wildlife Sanctuary. 

Assam Chief Minister also instructed to prepare action plan for preserving the adjoining areas of 

the wildlife sanctuary and include the opinion of the public in the adjoining areas in the draft 

action plan. 

 

DCGI approves Itolizumab injection for restricted emergency use of COVID 19 patients.  

DCGI has given its approval to use moderate to severe COVID19 patients to the use of 

Itolizumab injection. 

Itolizumab injection is a monoclonal antibody, is already 

approved drug of Biocon, for severe chronic plaque psoriasis. 

DCGI granted approval to the treatment of phase 2 clinical trials 

of COVID19 patients.  

This approval was given after the satisfactory results received 

from the expert committee of AIIMS comprising pulmonologists, 

pharmacologists, for the treatment of “cytokine” release syndrome. 

Also, Itolizumab injection approved by DCGI is a drug of  Biokon Bio India limited has been in 

use for psoriasis treatment for the last many years. 

 

Dr. Chitni Appointed as  Acting Director of NIFA 

A Renowned scientist of India and America, Dr. Parag Chitnis has 

been appointed as the Acting Director of the National Institute Of 

Food And Agriculture (NIFA), a prestigious institute located in US 

deals all federally funded agricultural research. 
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“ Dr. Chitnis has been instrumental in providing steady leadership and support to NIFA during 

its transition to Kansas City last fall, in addition to playing a lead role on NIFA’s Project CAFÉ 

(Collaboratively Achieving Functional Excellence) initiative which aims to help NIFA maximize 

business operations to better serve its customers," Perdue said. 

Also, Dr. Chitnis leads the implementation of NIFA’s $1.7 billion research projects. 

Dr. Chitins was contributed more than 31 years of scientific research and experience to the 

Director’s office. Said, “US Agricultural Secretary Sonny Perdue during the nomination of 

scientist. 

11th July: World Population Day 

World population day is observed every year on 11th July to raise 

awareness over global population issues and to educate the people on 

various population issues such as the importance of family planning, 

gender equality, poverty, maternal health, and human rights. 

It was first established by the governing council of the united nations 

development program in 1989. On 11th July 1987, the global 

population was reached five billion so this day was inspired by the 

public interest. 

 

RBI slashed repo rate by 250 basis points till the onset of COVID19 

The RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das made an announcement during 

his keynote address at the 7th SBI Banking & Economic Conclave on 

11th July 2020, that the repo rate was slashed by 135 basis points 

since February 2019 till the onset of COVID19.  

The RBI cut the overall repo rate by 250 basis points since February 

2019 to alleviate liquidity stress and to provide financial stability in 

the economy. The main aim of the slashing repo rate to tackle the 

slowdown in economic growth. During the meeting, The monetary policy committee (MPC) had 
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elaborately touched the issues concerning economic growth and has decided to cumulatively cut 

the repo rate by 115 basis points.  

Also, the governor said, COVID19 pandemic perhaps represents so far the biggest test of 

robustness and resilience of our economic and financial system, this may result in non-

performing assets (NPA) and capital erosion of banks. 

 

Russia becomes first to complete successful human trials COVID19 

The Institute for Translational Medicine and Biotechnology has 

successfully completed the clinical trials on human beings for 

coronavirus vaccine. The institute is located in Russia and it 

was the first to confirm successfully around the world. 

The director, Vadim Tarasov of the Institute for Translational 

Medicine and Biotechnology was confirming the successful 

clinical trials. 

The chief researcher, Elena Smolyarchuk said that the research has been completed and the 

vaccine is safe, The first group of volunteers who underwent the trials would be discharged on 

Wednesday and the second on July 20. 

The Sechenov University of Russia had started the clinical trials on June 18 and the Gamalei 

Institute of Epidemiology and Microbiology in Russia has been started producing medicine. 

Russia has records the highest COVID19 cases after the USA, Brazil, and India respectively. 

Also, there are approximately 21 vaccines are under clinical trials said, world health organization 

(WHO). 
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Madhya Pradesh government launched “Roko-Toko campaign 

In order to address the ongoing issue of COVID-19, Madhya Pradesh 

government has launched the “Roko-Toko” campaign to make the 

necessary use of face masks in all public gatherings in the state. So now 

selected voluntary organizations will provide masks to the people who 

do not wear masks in public places and will charge an amount of Rs 20 

per mask from that person.  

As per the guidelines issued by the state government, the collector will select the voluntary 

organizations in the district for this work and they will be provided 100 masks created under 

“Jeevan Shakti Yojana” on credit. For every sale of masks, the organization will get Rupees 11 

per mask.   

 

The World Youth Skills Day is celebrated on 15th July 2020 

“The world youth skills day is observed this year to address the 

issues of resilient youth” 

The world youth skills day is established by the United Nations 

General Assembly is to recognize the strategic importance of 

equipping young people with skills for employment, decent work, 

and entrepreneurship, and to highlight the crucial role of skilled youth in addressing current and 

future global challenges. 

To mark skills for a resilient youth in the era of COVID-19 and beyond, several events organized 

by Sri Lanka’s permanent mission to the UN, the office of the secretary general’s envoy on 

youth, United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisations (UNESCO) and 

International Labour Organization (ILO). 
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DCGI Approves Pneumococcal Polysaccharide Conjugate 

Vaccine 

Key Points:  

The drug controller general of India has granted approval for the 

COVID-19 clinical trial to “Pneumococcal Polysaccharide Conjugate 

Vaccine”. This is the first indigenously developed vaccine India by 

M/s. Serum Institute of India Pvt. 

The Drug controller and general of India (DCGI) have to permit to use “Pneumococcal 

Polysaccharide Conjugate Vaccine” to conduct Phase I, Phase II, and Phase III clinical trials on 

humans in India. The vaccine has been reviewed by the special expert committee of DCGI and 

received approval to manufacture an indigenously developed vaccine in the field of first 

Pneumococcal Polysaccharide Conjugate Vaccine. 

The company’s vaccine is been used for immunization against invasive disease and pneumonia 

in infants and are administered as an intramuscular dose. 

India and Israel signed an agreement to expand cooperation in 

cybersecurity. 

Key Highlights:  

India and Israel have signed an agreement to further expand 

collaboration in dealing with cyber threats amid rapid digitization due 

to the coronavirus pandemic that exposed the vulnerabilities of the 

virtual world. 

The two countries signed bilateral agreement between the Director-General of Israel's National 

Cyber Directorate (INCD), Yigal Unna, and India's Ambassador to Israel, Sanjeev Singla. 

Yigal Unna said, “Deepening cooperation with India is another important step in confronting 

global cyber threats. 
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This agreement signed between Indian computer emergency response team (CERT), under the 

Ministry of electronics and information technology and Israel's National Cyber Directorate 

(INCD), 

The agreement aiming to deepen the operational cooperation between the two sides and will 

expand the scope of exchange of information on cyber threats in order to raise the levels of 

protection in the field. 

Union Government launches guidelines for animal husbandry infrastructure development 

fund 

Key Highlights:  

In order to increase the income among animal husbandry farmers and to encourage private 

investments in the sector, The minister of fisheries, animal husbandry and dairying, Giriraj Singh 

launched the implementation guidelines for the minister of 

fisheries, animal husbandry and dairying, Giriraj Singh launched 

the implementation guidelines for animal husbandry and 

infrastructure development fund (AHIDF)worth Rs. 15,000 crores. 

These implementation guidelines have been approved by the union 

cabinet under the Atma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan stimulus package 

for ensuring growth in several sectors. 

Greeting Prime minister Narendra Modi for announcing of animal husbandry infrastructure  

Development fund (AHIDF). 

India’s production in milk was reaching 188 million tonnes and it could have been reached 330 

million tons by 2024. Out of which, nearly 25 percent of milk is brought from the processing 

sector and the government is trying to bring it up to 40 percent. 
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Nelson Mandela international day commemorating on 18th July.  

Nelson Mandela day is an international day commemorated every year 

to recalling the legends birthday is fondly known as Madiba. 

He was Africa’s first black president, noble prize winner and anti-

apartheid icon who worked to dismantle the legacy of apartheid. 

Nelson Mandela was born to a Thembu Royal family on July 18, 1918, 

at Mvezo, Cape Province, South Africa. 

United Nations General Assembly formally declared 18th July to be “Nelson Mandela 

International Day”, since November 2009. 

"Even before the (corona virus) pandemic, inequality was a global plague. Today, this injustice is 

clear to all," United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said on Nelson Mandela Day. 

The pandemic has exposed inequalities more than ever. 

 

Indian food ministry looking forward to partnership with Italy. 

Key Points: Union Minister for Food Processing Industries, Smt. 

Harsimrat Kaur Badal said to a partnership with Italy in the areas of 

food processing to further strengthen and consolidate relations 

between our countries. 

The opening session of the digital indo-Italian business mission on 

food processing held on July 15th and Under the two-day event, the 

union minister addressing the digital conferences, trade fair, and B2B meetings are being held. 

Highlighting the role of the food processing sector in the current scenario, Union Minister said, 

with a shift in the industry landscape, many food processing companies are attempting to 

diversify and expand their product line-up. 

Also smt. Badal emphasized that the Italian Food and Equipment related companies, therefore, 

have much to look forward to the Indian markets in order to expand their global outreach. 
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India and Italy are natural partners when it comes to the Food Processing Industry and in the 

European Union, Italy has one of the largest Indian diasporas. 

ARCI & Vehant Technologies co-develop UV System for baggage Scan Disinfection to fight 

COVID 19 

Key Points:  

Vehant Technologies developed the baggage infection system with the help of ARCI 

International Advanced Research Centre for Powder Metallurgy and 

New Materials (ARCI), Hyderabad, Government of India. 

In order to control, the spread of coronavirus in the public gathering 

places, KritiScan® UV Baggage Disinfection System can be utilized to 

disinfect the baggage passing through the conveyor within few seconds 

and the system going to installed in airports, railway and bus stations, 

hotels, commercial and private establishments for rapid disinfection of 

baggage. 

“Vehant Technologies has been working round the clock during this COVID-19 crisis with the 

sole aim of keeping people safe. 

The sensing mechanism in the chamber automatically detects the entry of any item into it and 

powers the system and disinfects the 360-degree surface of any baggage,” said Mr. Kapil 

Bardeja, CEO and Co-Founder, Vehant Technologies. 

Urban Affairs Ministry launches mobile application “PM SVANidhi” 

key points:  

The ministry of housing and urban affairs launched the mobile 

application “PM SVANidhi” for street vendors under the Atma 

Nirbhar Nidhi to provide a user-friendly digital interface for lending 

institutions and their field functionaries for sourcing and processing 

loan applications of street vendors under the scheme. 
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"PM SVANidhi“ Mobile App includes the functionaries like banking correspondents and agents 

of nonbanking financial companies or microfinance institutions to boost digital technology and 

gives impetus to the implementation strategy of the scheme besides promoting paperless digital 

accessing of micro-credit facilities by the street vendors. 

The scheme aiming to benefit more than 50 lakh street vendors with a loan amounts up to 

Rs.10,000 who had been vending on or before 24 march 2020 in peri-urban or rural areas. The 

loan can be repayable in monthly installments of one year. 

On timely/ early repayment of the loan, an interest subsidy @ 7% per annum will be credited to 

the bank accounts, there will be no penalty on early repayment of the loan,  The scheme 

promotes digital transactions through cashback incentives up to an amount of Rs. 100 per month. 

 

Greta Thunberg wins Swedish environment award worth one million euros 

Key highlights 

Greta Thunberg is an environmentalist in Swedish, she was 

named Gulbenkian Prize recently for her humanitarian 

campaigns. She is 17 old environmentalist and Thunberg 

described herself as being “incredibly honored and extremely 

grateful” for the world. 

Gulbenkian Foundation 

Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation is commonly known as 

Gulbenkian Foundation based in Portuguese. This institution is established to promote arts, 

Philanthropy, science, and education. It's one of the wealthiest foundations in the world founded 

in 1956. 

Greta Thunberg  

She is a 17-year-old girl founder of school strike for climate and her said, 
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“All the prize money will be donated through my foundation to different organizations and 

projects who are working to help people on the front lines affected by the climate crisis and 

ecological crisis, especially in the Global South”. 

 

India and Maldives establishing an emergency medical service center in B. Dharavandhoo. 

Key highlights 

The agreement for Emergency Medical Services Centre to be 

established in Dharavandhoo was signed between Indian high 

commissioner Sunjay Sudhir and Health Minister Abdulla Ameen. 

The Indian high commission has to announce that the Indian 

government will be financing the development of infrastructure 

and procurement of machinery for the center, 

The project in Dharavandhoo is one of several small and medium projects financed by the Indian 

government under the MVR 106 million grant scheme. 

Some of the projects completed under the scheme include the Convention Center in A. A. 

Ukulhas, the largest convention center outside of the capital Male’, which was opened last year, 

and the coastal protection project in A. A. Rasdhoo completed in March. 

 

G20 Digital Economy Ministerial Summit Addressing 

COVID19 issues 

Key Points:  

G20 Digital Economy Task Force of COVID19 ministerial 

statement calls for a coordinated global Digital response to fight 

the pandemic, adopting measures to strengthen Communication 

infrastructure and network connectivity, Non-personal data exchange in a secured manner, use of 
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Digital Solutions for Healthcare, cyber secured world and measures to strengthen the resilience 

of businesses. 

This meeting was organized by Saudi Arabia and Saudi Arabia's presidency used the theme as 

“Realizing Opportunities of the 21st century for all”. 

India was represented by Union Minister for Law & Justice, Communications and Electronics & 

IT Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad. The meeting was also attended by Digital Ministers of 19 other 

G20 Members, invited countries and International Organisations. 

During this meeting, various issues have been discussed with G20 digital ministers, Also the 

ministers agreed to leverage the potential of digital medium to contain the pandemic and protect 

people. 

Shri Ravi Shanker Prasad impressed the G20 ministers that, the present situation seeks greater 

collaboration among G20 members for providing solutions that can address issues related to 

social distancing, distributed workforce, and the changing nature of global supply chain. 

 

Sahil Seth appointed as honorary adviser for BRICS CCI 

key points:  

Sahil Seth was a 2011 batch Indian revenue officer, he has been 

appointed as an honorary adviser to the steering committee for the 

BRICS Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCI) young leaders 

for the period 2020-2023 and also been serving as Deputy 

Commissioner of Mumbai Customs. 

The role is on a voluntary basis, and no financials are involved, thus making it a no/zero 

remuneration appointment. “I am extremely happy to be appointed as an honorary advisor and to 

represent my country. BRICS CCI young leader is a welcome step in motivating the youth across 

the country,” said Mr. Seth. 

About BRICS CCI 
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The BRICS Chamber of Commerce and Industry is a parental organization that aims to bolster 

commerce and industry in BRICS. It was established in 2012. It creates a support system for the 

MSME sector and its entrepreneurs 

BRICS – is an association of five major economies: Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa. 

 

UNEP and IEA Report say the world needs 10 billion cooling machines. 

Key points :  

UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the International Energy 

Agency (IEA) says on its report that the energy-efficient cooling machines 

can help avoid the equivalent 460 billion tonnes of greenhouse gases 

added to the atmosphere. 

An estimated 3.6 billion appliances are currently in use. This number, 

however, is increasing by up to 10 cooling appliances every second, said 

the Cooling Emissions and Policy Synthesis Report: Benefits of cooling 

efficiency and the Kigali Amendment report released July 17, 2020. 

Cooling machines or air conditioners use hydrocloro carbons (HFC)that contributing in 

increasing greenhouse gas emissions further warming planet, is a high burden. 

Adding energy-efficient cooling machines can reduce the need of 1300 gigawatts of more 

electricity generation capacity by 2050. 

At this rate, the world will have four times more or at least 14 billion cooling appliances by 

2050, contributing significantly to rising temperatures. 
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Space debris monitoring and tracking system developed by Digantara 

Key points:  

The space debris monitoring and tracking system developed by 

Digantara which is India's first air and space surveillance company. 

The Space debris monitoring and tracking system developed in 

India, which is based on LIDAR (Light Detection and Ranging) 

technology, which will provide global real-time earth coverage by 

deploying a constellation of cost-efficient nanosatellites in LEO (Low Earth Orbit) and a space-

based air surveillance payload for accurate tracking of both aircraft and space objects. 

Diganta Research and Technology (DRT) is a startup established by Lovely professional 

University alumni. 

This company has been selected for ( society for innovation and development) incubation 

program at the Indian Institute of Science  (IISC), Bangalore. Also, the startup has received a 

fund of rupees 25 lakhs to develop space debris monitoring systems and the companies 

expansion. 

 

China launches first mars mission 

key highlights:  

China successfully launched the chinas largest and most powerful 

launch vehicle namely, A long March – 5 Rocket, the spacecraft 

vehicle can carry a payload of about 5 tonnes. 

The spacecraft would stay in Red Planet for almost 7 months, 

according to the china national space administration (CNSA). 

The Chinese Mars probe named Tianwen 1 or Quest for Heavenly Truth 1, would be aiming to 

fulfill three main scientific objectives: orbiting the red planet for comprehensive observation, 

landing on Martian soil and sending a rover to roam the landing site. 
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It will conduct scientific investigations into the planet’s soil, geological structure, environment, 

atmosphere, and water 

National Broadcasting Day observed on 23rd July. 

key highlights:  

National Broadcasting Day is observed every year on 23rd July, in this 

day radio broadcasting was first launched in 1927. 

The Indian broadcasting company founded in Mumbai for radio 

broadcasting and the government renamed it as broadcasting services 

(ISBS) on 1st April 1930. 

The present All India Radio (AIR) is one of the largest broadcasting 

organizations in the world after renamed as the Indian broadcasting 

service, since 8th Jun 1936. 

AIR’s located its stations across India in 414 regions and which occupies nearly 92% of the 

countries area and 99.19 percent of the total population. 

AIR originates programming in 23 languages and 146 dialects. 

November 12, is observed as the public service broadcasting day in India to recall the Mahatma 

Gandhi's visit to All India radio studio. 

 

National thermal engineer's day is observed on 24th July. 

Key highlights:  

National thermal engineers day is observed on 24th July to 

encourage thermal engineers for their contributions on one of the 

hottest days of the year. 

Electronics thermal management is key for its longevity and reliable 
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operations. But thermal engineers do not get recognition for their work. 

 Either engineer work in consumer electronics, large data centers, or aerospace electronics or 

biomedical, they contribute to the core of technological development for the country. This 

development does not function without thermal engineers. 

History of national thermal engineers day: 

National thermal engineers day was started by advanced thermal solutions, inc(ATS), 

The advanced thermal solutions aim to encourage the innovation and dedication of thermal 

engineers to provide innovative, high quality, and cost-effective thermal management and 

electronic packaging solutions to the electronics industry. 

It was started in July 2014 by Advanced Thermal Solutions, Inc(ATS). 

 

PM greets CRPF on 82nd raising day 

The central reserve police force foundation day is observed on 27th July 2020 and its 82nd 

raising day of this year. It came into existence as the Crown 

representative's police on 27th July 1939. After independence. 

The crown representative police became the central reserve police 

force (CRPF) on the enactment of the CRPF act on December 28, 

1949. It has completed 80 years of glorious history. CRPF has the 

mandate to secure the internal security of the country. 

A special message from Prime minister Narendra Modi to CRPF that,  “Greeting to all CRPF 

India personnel on the 82nd raising day of this outstanding force. CRPF is at the forefront of 

keeping our nation safe. The courage and professionalism of this force are widely admired.  May 

the CRPF achieve even greater heights in the coming years. “ 

Also, Home Minister Amitsha extended greeting to CRPF personal’s. 
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The National task force against Itolizumab drug for covid19 

key points:  

The national task force on covid19 has decided against including 

Itolizumab drug in clinical management protocols for treating the 

disease even though the DCGI has approved its “restricted emergency 

use” in infected patients, official sources said. 

Itolizumab is a drug used for the treatment of patients with moderate 

to severe chronic plaque psoriasis since 2013. 

Biocon, A biopharmaceutical company, manufacturing itolizumab 

drug under the brand name of alzumab. 

Recently DCGI given permission to market the drug was granted for the treatment of cytokine 

release syndrome in 'moderate' to 'severe' Acute Respiratory Distress Syndrome patients due to 

COVID-19. 

 

Shipping Ministry waiving waterway usage charges 

The ministry of shipping taken decision to waive waterways usage charges for 3 years. The 

government of India has decided to target the inland waterways as a supplementary, cheaper and 

eco-friendly mode of transport. 

The inland waterways authority is working under the ministry of shipping that monitors and 

maintains waterways through the form of rivers, canals, backwaters and 

creeks in india. 

The benefits of waiving charges: 

The relinquish is expected to increase inland waterway traffic movement 

to 110 MMT by 2022-23. It was 72 MMT in 2019-20. The reduced 

charges of water transport will attract more industries to use national 
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waterways for their logistical needs. Also, it will reduce the burden on other transport systems in 

the nation. 

MoES launches Knowledge Resource Centre Network 

Key points:  

Ministry of Earth Science (MoES) has launched the Knowledge Resource Centre Network 

(KRCNet), keeping in mind the spectacular developments in information technology, the 

traditional libraries of the MoES system will be upgraded into a top-notch knowledge resource 

centre (KRC). 

The Knowledge Resource Centre Network would be a single point 

entry to the intellectual world of Ministry of Earth Sciences 

(MoES) and it was launched under the Digital India initiative of the 

government of India. 

Features of the KRCNet: 

Establish a Total Quality Management (TQM) system by securing ISO certification for 

documenting MoESknowledge resources, its maintenance, easy retrieval and dissemination. 

Collect, collate, analyze, index, store and disseminate the intellectual resources, products and 

project outputs available in MoES headquarter and its institutes. 

Develop and maintain an up-to-date meta-data of the print & digital resources available in MoES 

headquarter and MoES institutes, including MoES services. 

Provide 24X7 access to the subscribed knowledge contents through the KRCNet portal. 

 

 

World hepatitis day on July 28. 

key points:  
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Every year, World hepatitis day is observed to educate the people for prevention, diagnosis, and 

treatment over hepatitis disease for a group of hepatitis A, B, C, D, 

and E. 

 its global significant day declared by the World Health 

Organization (WHO) along with world health day, world blood 

donors day, world immunization day, world malaria day, and World 

AIDS day. 

 Hepatitis can kill a human and causes liver diseases, this will kill nearly 1.34 million people 

around the world. 

The logo of the World hepatitis day is a global symbol of encouraging better awareness, action, 

and support to prevent and treat viral hepatitis. 

 

International Tiger Day on 29th July 

Key points: 

International tiger day is a global awareness creation program to bring tiger conservation 

worldwide and it was first observed in 2010 at saint peters burg tiger summit. 

The main goal of creating awareness on the day is to promote a 

global system for protecting the natural habitats of tigers and to 

raise public awareness and support for tiger conservation issues. 

 

 

 

DRDO launched “Dare to Dream 2.0” on the anniversary of APJ Abdul Kalam 

Key points:  
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“Dare to Dream 2.0” is an open challenge launched on the anniversary of former president and a 

missile man of India, APJ Abdul Kalam on July 28. 

This is the fifth anniversary of the missile man of India. Defense research 

development organizations have been launched “Dare to Dream 2.0”  for 

emerging technologies to promote the individuals & startups for 

innovation in the defense and aerospace technologies in the country after 

the call of Atma Nirbhar Bharat given by Hon’ble Prime Minister. 

The winners will be granted a cash award of up to 10 lakh for startups and 

5 lakh for individuals, the price will be granted after the evaluation of the 

expert committee. 

Asian Development Bank approves USD 3 million grant to India to combat COVID19 

Key points: 

India has been received a grant of USD 3 million (about Rs 22 crore)  from multilateral funding 

agency Asian Development Bank (ADB). 

This fund is from Asia pacific disaster response fund to further 

support the government emergency response to the covid19 

pandemic. 

The Japanese government has come forward to grant as financial 

support to procure thermal scanners and essential commodities to 

strengthen India's covid19 response.  

This support will enhance disease surveillance and help in early detection, contact tracing, and 

treatment. This will be further supplemented by other public health measures 

Asian development bank has already granted a financial support USD 1.5 billion under the 

Covid19 Active Response and Expenditure Support (CARES) program on April 28 this year. 

Which is to support India in pandemic response efforts. 
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In addition, the support will contain disease containment and prevention as well as social 

protection measures for the poor and economically vulnerable, particularly women and 

disadvantaged groups. 

The CARES program is funded through the COVID-19 pandemic response option (CPRO) under 

ADB's Counter-cyclical Support Facility. 

CPRO has established a 20 billion expanded assistance for developing member countries under 

the part of ADB, which was announced on April 13 this year. 

Ministry of environment report: Tiger population rising at 6% per annum. 

Key points:  

The ministry of environment, forests, and climate change survey 

says that, the tiger population is one rise of 6 percent every year 

from 2006 and 2018.   

The ministry of environment Prakash Javadekar said that in 1973, 

project tiger started with nine tiger reserves which have gone up to 

50 tiger reserves in India.  

The efforts went into the conservation of the tiger resulted that 70 

percent of the world's tigers are currently in India.  

The Indian government has ready to lend a hand to other 13 countries with tiger ranges who help 

in terms of conservation, capacity building, and training for tigers.  

Also, the union ministry has announced to start a water and fodder scheme to prevent them from 

staying out of reserves to decrease animal conflict. 

 


